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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

Minutes of the Silverton City Council Workshop 
Held Thursday, September 4, 2008 

 
The Council of the City of Silverton met for a workshop in Council Chambers at 
6860 Plainfield Road at 7:00 pm on Thursday, September 4, 2008. Mayor Smith 
called the meeting to order. 
  
OPENING REMARKS: 
Mayor Smith led a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Elected Officials: 
 

 John Smith, Mayor   Present 

 Willa Garner, Council  Present 

 Joyce Glover, Council  Present 

 Shirley Hackett, Council  Present 

 Mark Quarry, Council  Present 

 Frank Sylvester, Council  Present 

 Dottie Williams, Council  Present 
 
Also present: 
 

 Mark Wendling, City Manager 

 Bryan Pacheco, City Solicitor 

 Meredith George, Clerk of Council 

 Tom Peterson, Finance Director 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
None. 
 
CITY MANAGER’S WORKSHOP DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 

1. Audit Presentation – Nick Shipley of the Von Lehman Company 
Mr. Wendling introduced Mr. Nick Shipley from Von Lehman Company. 
Mr. Shipley is a CPA and over saw the city’s 2005 and 2006 audits. Mr. 
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Shipley was happy to report to Council that the city received an 
“unqualified opinion” from them and also in accordance to governmental 
standards, which is the highest opinion rendered. Mr. Shipley reported that 
there were a few non-financial internal control findings, but all findings 
have been addressed. Mr. Shipley complemented Mr. Peterson for getting 
the records in much better order than they have been in previous years, 
prior to his employment. Mr. Shipley stated the City is now on track for 
timely audits. Council thanked Mr. Shipley for his presentation.  
 

2. Citizen Survey – Phil Russo and Mark Morris of Miami University 
Mr. Wendling introduced Dr. Phil Russo of Miami University. Dr. Russo is 
the Director of the Center for Public Management and Regional Affairs. Dr. 
Russo gave Council an overview of the citizen survey that the Center can 
perform for the City of Silverton on. The cost of the survey will be minimal, 
as students will do the bulk of the work. A draft survey was passed out to 
all the council members. Dr. Russo stated that he has done a number of 
these surveys with local governments and anticipates a good response. 
Dr. Russo turned the presentation over to Dr. Mark Morris. Dr. Morris will 
be managing the survey and will be the liaison between the city and the 
university. The survey will be sent to all residential households, which are 
approximately 2600 homes. There will also be reminder cards to follow, 
asking residents to fill out and return their surveys. There will be no cost to 
the residents. Mr. Wendling stated the process is similar to the comp plan, 
in that we will take the responses into account and have a feel of what the 
residents needs and concerns our. We will do our best to address the 
concerns. Mr. Wendling added that additional surveys, every three to four 
years, will be performed.  The subsequent surveys will build upon previous 
endeavors.  Dr. Morris stated he would like Council action in support of the 
project so that he may move forward. Council thanked Dr. Russo and Dr. 
Morris for their presentation. Mr. Quarry motioned that the City move 
forward with the citizen survey. Mrs. Hackett seconded the motion. All 
present voted aye. Motion carried.  
 

3. School Resource Coordinator 
Mr. Wendling introduced Darlene Kamine and Jason Dennison to make a 
presentation regarding the Silverton School Resource Coordinator 
position.  Mrs. Kamine gave an overview of the position and how the idea 
came to fruition. CPS provides around 20 school resource coordinators 
across the district. The school resource coordinator’s responsibilities 
include working with the school to coordinate curriculum, coordinating 
after school programs, involving the community, organizing volunteers, 
and assistance developing the school. Mrs. Kamine stated that the 
success of the school and the community are directly linked.  The LSDMC 
is responsible for birthing the “museum school” concept, which is hoped to 
transform Silverton School into a school with an excellent academic 
program. Mr. Dennison has been a part of the planning process since the 
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beginning. As it stands now, over a dozen museums and community 
institutions stand ready to work with Silverton School on developing the 
new museum school. The position is funded by private foundations and 
grants and the City of Silverton will act as the host agency for the school 
resource coordinator. Mrs. Kamine also reported that the lead museum 
partners gave the LSDMC a list of individuals they would be willing to work 
with and Mr. Dennison’s was the only name on the list. Mrs. Glover added 
that the selection of Mr. Dennison as the school resource coordinator was 
a unanimous decision. Mr. Wendling added that the position is fully grant 
funded and will not cost the city beyond minor administrative duties.  He 
also stated that he believes Mr. Dennison is the right person for the 
position. Mrs. Glover added Mr. Dennison brings much energy to the 
project and is excited about having him on board.  
 

4. Road Salt Shortage 
Mr. Wendling cited we are in a dire situation regarding road salt for the 
upcoming winter season. Initially Silverton was included in the Hamilton 
County Salt bid. When the bids came back the county rejected all of them 
because the prices for the successive years of the contract were so high. 
In hindsight, the county should have probably accepted the low bid. 
Silverton went out to bid alone, as we do each year and received no bids. 
The county bid again and received no bids. The bottom line is that there is 
a national salt shortage. The county plans to bid a third time and we will 
be included in the bid. We have 50 tons left from last year. We usually use 
approximately 300 tons. If we do not get any salt we will have to consider 
adding sand to the salt and/or salting intersections and steep hills only. 
Neither option is good. The county has no salt for this year at this point 
which could have an economic impact as well. If the roads cannot be 
treated people will not be able to get to work and the economy will suffer. 
Council asked Mr. Wendling to proceed with being included in the county’s 
third bid. The issue is expected to be reported in the press soon, so most 
citizens will be aware of the problem, which is not unique to Silverton. 
 

5. SCIP Applications 
Mr. Wendling reported that there are two resolutions on the business 
meeting agenda authorizing the submittal of the SCIP applications for 
Hampton/Aldon and East. The estimated cost of the Hampton project is 
approximately $650,000. The estimated cost of the East project is 
approximately $155,000. Mr. Wendling stated we will apply for grant only 
funding.  

 
6. Belkenton/Grace Improvement Project  

Mr. Wendling reported the Belkenton/Grace project will begin mid-
September and will be complete by the October deadline. 
 

7. Plainfield/Montgomery Intersection Project 
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Mr. Wendling reported the Plainfield/Montgomery Intersection project 
should be under way on September 22. Prus Construction is confident that 
they will meet the year-end deadline.  

 
8. 7221 Montgomery Road 

Mr. Wendling reported that the closing on the property located at 7221 
Montgomery Road is scheduled for Monday, September 8. The property 
transfer should occur early next week. The next step will be to proceed 
with the design process. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Mrs. Williams asked if any consideration has been given to the idea of 
having a mural on the side of the building where the Litehouse was 
demolished. Mr. Wendling stated the corner appearance is up in the air at 
this point. There is a wall that still needs to be addressed. Additionally, Mr. 
Wendling has been approached by someone who may be able to dress 
the area up for a minimal cost.  
 
Mr. Quarry presented Council with an addition to the minutes from the 
August 7 workshop. Council reviewed the addition and had no changes. 
Mrs. George stated she would make the change and include the minutes 
in the next packet for approval at the September 18, 2008 Business 
meeting. 

 
READING OF LEGISLATION BY RESOLUTION: 
Mrs. George gave the reading of Resolution 08-547 A Resolution Authorizing the 
City Manager to Enter into a Contract with the Hamilton County General Health 
District for the Purpose of Providing Public Health Services. Mrs. Garner 
motioned for adoption and was seconded by Mr. Quarry. A roll call vote was 
taken. All members present voted aye. Motion carried.  
 
Mrs. George gave the reading of Resolution 08-548 Resolution Authorizing the 
City Manager to Submit Application to and Enter Into Contract with the Ohio 
Public Works Commission for State Capital Improvement Program (SCIP) Funds 
(Hampton/Aldon). Mr. Quarry motioned for adoption and was seconded by Mrs. 
Williams. A roll call vote was taken. All members present voted aye. Motion 
carried.  
 
Mrs. George gave the reading of Resolution 08-549 Resolution Authorizing the 
City Manager to Submit Application to and Enter Into Contract with the Ohio 
Public Works Commission for State Capital Improvement Program (SCIP) Funds 
(East). Mr. Quarry motioned for adoption and was seconded by Mr. Sylvester. A 
roll call vote was taken. All members present voted aye. Motion carried.  
 
Mrs. George gave the reading of Resolution 08-550 Resolution Authorizing the 
City Manager to Enter Into Contract with the Cincinnati Public School District, the 
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Silverton School Local School Decision Making Committee and Silverton Paideia 
School for the Purpose of Employing and Supplying a School Resource 
Coordinator. Mr. Sylvester motioned for adoption and was seconded by Mrs. 
Williams. A roll call vote was taken. All members present voted aye. Motion 
carried.  
 
MOTION TO RETIRE TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Mr. Quarry motioned to retire to executive session to consider the purchase or 
sale of public property per ORC 121.22(G). Mrs. Glover seconded the motion. A 
roll call vote was taken. All members present voted aye. Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mrs. Glover made a motion for adjournment, which was seconded by Mrs. 
Garner. All voted aye. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
___________________         

Meredith L. George 
Clerk of Council 
 

 
 
_________________ 

John A. Smith 
Mayor 
 

 
 
_________________ 

Mark T. Wendling 
City Manager 

 


