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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
Minutes of the Silverton City Council Workshop 

Held Thursday, May 11, 2006 
 
The Council of the City of Silverton met for a workshop in Council Chambers at 
6860 Plainfield Road at 7:30 pm on Thursday, May 11, 2006. Mayor John Smith 
called the meeting to order. 
 
OPENING REMARKS: 
Councilman Sylvester led the prayer and Mayor Smith led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
ELECTED OFFICIALS:                                            ALSO PRESENT: 
John Smith Mayor Present Mark Wendling City Manager 
Joyce Glover Council Present Meredith George Clerk of 

Council 
Shirley Hackett Council Present   
Mike Morthorst Council Present   
Mark Quarry Council Present   
Frank Sylvester Council Present   
Idella Thompson Council Present   
 
 
CITY MANAGER’S WORKSHOP DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 

1. Summer Concert Series 
Mr. Wendling reported that three artists for the Summer Concert Series 
have been scheduled to perform. Ms. George stated that the Comet 
Bluegrass All-Stars will perform on Friday, June 23, Ricky Nye on Friday, 
July 14, and The Mistics on Friday, August 18. All shows will begin at 7 
p.m. and will be at Silverton’s Ficke Memorial Park. Councilman Quarry 
asked if there was any possibility of scheduling a fourth act – “The Music 
Minister”. Ms. George asked Mr. Quarry to get the details and get back 
with her. We would have to see where a fourth concert would fall within 
the budget for the series. Mr. Wendling also introduced Resolution 06-488 
A Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Enter into Agreements 
Providing Musical Talent for the City’s Eighth Annual Summer Concerts in 
the Park Series.  

 
2. New City Logo 

Mr. Wendling reported that the City has been working with BT Graphics on 
designing a new city logo. Mr. Wendling presented the designs to Council. 
Council was in agreement on which logo to use, with a few modifications. 
Mr. Wendling stated he would have the designer incorporate the changes 
and re-work the design.   
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3. Residential Building Department Certification  

Mr. Wendling reported that he had received a memo from John Bull, Jr. 
stating that a new law mandates that Building Departments be certified. 
Certification will require Council to pass an ordinance authorizing the City 
Manager to apply to the OBBS for certification and adopting the State of 
Ohio Residential Building Code. Mr. Bull is also recommends that the City 
adopt swimming pool and hot tub requirements along with the new 
Residential Building Code. Mr. Wendling stated that Council would be 
presented with an ordinance codifying the changes at the next business 
meeting. 

 
4. Nominations for the National Resource Assistance Council (NRAC)  

Mr. Wendling informed Council that the NRAC is seeking nominations for 
representatives to serve on the Council. The Council focuses on green 
space conservation and funds projects such as repairing riparian corridors 
such as the Mill Creek. Mr. Wendling asked Council to read through the 
information presented to them and inform him if they know of any 
residents interested in serving on the NRAC.  

 
5. Siebern Avenue ADA Issues 

Mr. Wendling reported that Dede Ackerman from the Cincinnati 
Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired contacted him requesting 
an audible crosswalk signal at Siebern and Montgomery. Mr. Wendling 
indicated that he discussed the project with Rick Lehmkuhl and a 
crosswalk at that location is not feasible; however the intersection at 
Montgomery and Highland is a good alternative. Mr. Wendling has 
concerns that the audible signals will cause a disturbance to the residents 
in nearby apartments but he would check with Wagner Smith to see if the 
crosswalk signals can be programmed to be off from approximately 10 
p.m. to 6 a.m. Mr. Wendling feels that the City has a responsibility to 
provide this service to our visually impaired residents. 

 
6. Street Parking on Holman Avenue 

Mr. Wendling reported that he received a letter from Maurice Faison 
regarding parking on both sides of the street on Holman Circle. Mr. 
Faison’s mother is a resident on Holman Circle and he has concerns that 
emergency equipment cannot fit down the street. Mr. Faison also believes 
that Holman Circle fits into the “narrow roadway” category according to the 
City ordinance. Mr. Wendling believes there is merit to only allowing 
parking on one side of the street and Rick Lehmkuhl agrees. Mr. 
Lehmkuhl stated he has trouble getting the snowplow and salt trucks on 
Holman Circle because of the parking. Mr. Wendling reported he would 
investigate further, but he will probably recommend that Council limit 
parking to one side of the street. This can be accomplished by motion at 
the next business meeting.  
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7. 7301 Montgomery Road – Litehouse Property 

Mr. Wendling reported that David Carter has contacted the City regarding 
the possibility of constructing an up to three-story office building with street 
level retail on the current Litehouse site. Mr. Sylvester noted the problem 
with the alignment of Plainfield Road. Mr. Wendling agreed and said the 
project could allow the City to obtain some of the right away and re-align 
Plainfield Road, eliminating the traffic flow problem. Mr. Wendling said Mr. 
Carter expects the developers to be in town next month and Mr. Wendling 
plans to meet with them. Mr. Quarry asked if there was a timeline and Mr. 
Wendling did not know.  

 
8. Charter Issues 

Mr. Wendling stated the Charter Revision Committee recently met and 
asked Mr. Morthorst to update Council on their progress. Mr. Morthorst 
reported that the committee is considering three charter amendments for 
the fall ballot; the first is to create non-partisan elections; the second is to 
remove the Chief of Police from Civil Service; the third would provide the 
City flexibility with capital projects. Mr. Wendling discussed the civil 
service amendment and stated that while his first choice is to promote 
from within, he feels the City needs another option. Mr. Wendling also 
stated that the Police Chief should only report to the City Manager, not the 
City Manager and the Civil Service Commission. Mrs. Hackett asked why 
the committee is considering the non-partisan ballots. Mr. Morthorst stated 
it would encourage more participation from the community and because 
we are a small city we generally do not practice partisan politics. Mr. 
Quarry added that the City functions best in a non-partisan fashion. Mr. 
Wendling added that all charter revision issues have to be passed by 
ordinance before they can be placed on the ballot.  

 
9. Crime Stopper Spotlight 

Mr. Wendling reported that Silverton will be highlighted in a Crime 
Stoppers segment on Channel 5. The segment will air on Wednesday, 
May 17th at 11:00 p.m. The segment is regarding Charles Orr, who is 
allegedly responsible for a kidnapping and robbery that occurred on 
Montgomery Road in January of 2006.  

 
10. TIF 

Mr. Wendling reported that he has a meeting scheduled with our bond 
counsel, Brad Ruwe, regarding setting up a tax increment financing 
district.  

 
11. Joint Fire District Levy 

Mr. Wendling reported that the Fire District is considering asking for a levy 
in the fall. Mr. Wendling understands the need for the levy; however he 
has some concerns that the district recently asked the board to approve 
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hiring two new full time lieutenants. After the board approved the full time 
positions, it (the board) was presented with the possibility of the levy. Mr. 
Wendling reported that he did talk with Chief Newman about the issue and 
Chief Newman understands his concern. Mr. Wendling did note that the 
cost of the full timers would only be slightly more expensive because the 
district would no longer be paying part-timers or overtime to full-time 
employees. Mr. Wendling also reported that the Fire District will hold 
public hearings to explain the need for the levy to the residents. Mr. 
Wendling noted that another reason for the levy might be the looming TEL 
amendment.  

 
12. Joint Venture with Cincinnati Public Schools 

Mr. Wendling reported that the school-planning group met this past 
Tuesday and the meeting was well attended. Mr. Wendling also reported 
that the core testing in the park is moving forward and we should have a 
full report soon. Preliminary testing indicates that the only thing that was 
found was a layer of gravel. The City should have more information 
regarding the project in the next couple of weeks. Mr. Wendling also 
reported that he, Mayor Smith and Mrs. Glover had recently met with 
Susan Cranley, president of the Cincinnati Public School Board. The 
purpose of the meeting was to inform Mrs. Cranley how important the 
school is to Silverton because there has been some opposition from board 
members to rebuilding the school in Silverton. Mr. Wendling added that 
from the administration’s standpoint the school will be built in Silverton and 
that Darlene Kamine has never been hired to facilitate a project that 
wasn’t built.  

 
13. Miscellaneous 

• Mr. Wendling reported that the lot at 6857 Stewart Road is up for 
Sheriff’s sale on June 5, at 8:30 a.m. The opening bid is around 
$21,000.  

• Mrs. Thompson asked about the progress of the Farmer’s Market. 
Mr. Wendling reported that one of the two vendors who has 
committed has withdrawn, but the project still has life. Mr. Wendling 
and Ms. George will be working on it in the upcoming weeks.  

• Mr. Morthorst asked if anything had developed regarding the 
parking issue on Tamworth and the apartments on Plainfield Road. 
Mr. Wendling said he and Dave Emerick had looked at the 
buildings and there is ample parking in the garages and on 
Tamworth, but he was under the impression that council wanted to 
maintain parallel parking. 

• Mr. Wendling reported that the meeting room that is being 
renovated for police department use is almost complete. The PD 
should be able to get set up and use the room in the next week or 
two.  
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• Mrs. Hackett asked if the City would be giving out the Spruce Up 
Silverton awards again this year. Mr. Quarry reported that he has 
been working with the Silverton Sweet Peas to revive the program. 
Mr. Quarry also would like to revive the Silverton Community 
Investment Award (SCIA) to recognize a business each year that is 
involved in our community. 

 
READING OF PENDING LEGISLATION: 
Ms. George gave the reading of Resolution 06-488 A Resolution Authorizing the 
City Manager to Enter into Agreements Providing Musical Talent for the City’s 
Eighth Annual Summer Concerts in the Park Series. Mrs. Thompson motioned 
for adoption and was seconded by Mrs. Hackett. A roll call vote was taken. All 
voted aye. Motion carried. 
 
Mrs. Hackett motioned to adjourn to executive session to discuss personnel 
matters and threatened litigation. Mrs. Thompson seconded the motion. A roll call 
vote was taken. All voted aye. Motion carried.  
 
Mr. Quarry motioned to adjourn executive session and reconvene the meeting. 
Mrs. Glover seconded the motion. All voted aye. Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mr. Quarry made a motion for adjournment, which was seconded by Mrs. 
Thompson. All voted aye. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
___________________         ____________________     __________________ 
John A. Smith      Mark T. Wendling                 Meredith L. George 
Mayor                                     City Manager                        Clerk of Council 


