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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
Minutes of the Silverton City Council Workshop 

Held Thursday, November 2, 2006 
 
The Council of the City of Silverton met for a workshop in Council Chambers at 6860 
Plainfield Road at 7:00 pm on Thursday, November 2, 2006. Vice-Mayor Shirley Hackett 
called the meeting to order. 
 
OPENING REMARKS: 
Mr. Sylvester led in prayer, and Vice-Mayor Hackett let the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
ELECTED OFFICIALS:                                            ALSO PRESENT: 
John Smith Mayor Absent Mark Wendling City Manager 
Joyce Glover Council Present Meredith George Clerk of Council
Shirley Hackett Council Present Dave Emerick City Engineer 
Mike Morthorst Council Present   
Mark Quarry Council Present   
Frank Sylvester Council Present   
Idella Thompson Council Present   
 
Vice-Mayor Hackett noted that Mayor Smith would be arriving late to the meeting due to 
a scheduling conflict.  
 
CITY MANAGER’S WORKSHOP DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 

1. Plainfield Road Improvement Project   
Mr. Wendling turned the meeting over to Mr. Emerick so that he could bring 
council up to date on the progress of the project. Mr. Emerick stated that the curb 
was placed on the West side of Plainfield today and the East side will follow. Mr. 
Emerick noted that Duke Energy is still working on their gas main replacement 
project, which is the main cause of delays in the street project. However, Trend 
Construction has an aggressive completion schedule, with a projected 
completion date of early December. Mr. Sylvester asked if there would be a curb 
gutter near Benken’s Florist. Mr. Emerick explained there would be no low points 
and one new inlet. Mr. Emerick also explained that there are some frontage 
parking spaces at two residences on Plainfield that will need to be eliminated as 
a part of the project. Mr. Emerick stated one property owner understands the 
issue and has accepted it. The other affected property owner is upset about the 
situation. Mr. Wendling and Mr. Emerick met with the upset property owner and 
explained there was no permit for the parking pad, and if a permit had been 
applied for the project would have been denied. Mr. Wendling went on to explain 
that the pad will be taken out and it will not be restored. Mr. Quarry asked if large 
amounts of salt being dropped on the portion of Plainfield near the Fordham’s 
has contributed to the raveling of the road. Mr. Emerick stated it might have 
played a small role. Mr. Emerick attributes the condition of the road to two 
factors: tall trees next to the roads which shade the road and inhibit drying, and 
the asphalt/cement mix that was used was poor in quality. Mr. Sylvester asked if 
there would be a new catch basin at Plainfield and Tamworth. Mr. Emerick stated 
yes, there would be. Mr. Wendling stated the City would need to make a decision 
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regarding the overlay on portions of N Fordham, Elm and Woodford. Mr. 
Wendling stated Woodford could be done as part of the Plainfield Road project 
and the cost for North Fordham and Elm would be approximately $5000. Mr. 
Quarry suggested we do the overlays and also remove the large tree on North 
Fordham that is causing so many problems because of its large roots. Mr. 
Emerick also reported that our SCIP application for the Plainfield/Montgomery 
project came back too low to get funding; however the City is planning on filing 
an appeal. We should know more on the funding by the end of November. 
Although we received a $150,000 CDBG grant, the bulk of the funding will need 
to come from SCIP funding. Mrs. Thompson asked if the Sampson Lane project 
was finished. Mr. Wendling stated it would be complete any day now, as the 
contractors are waiting for the new curb to cure.  
   

2. Street Plan - Draft 
Mr. Wendling reported Council has been given a draft version of a 5-year street 
plan to review. Mr. Wendling stated a final copy would be presented at a later 
date. Mr. Quarry asked for an additional copy of the street ratings. 
 

3. Comprehensive Plan  
Mr. Wendling introduced Mr. Jay Stewart of Kleingers & Associates to discuss 
the proposed comprehensive plan. Mr. Stewart gave a presentation regarding the 
importance and benefits of having a comprehensive plan. Mr. Stewart stated that 
Kleingers is currently developing this portion of their business, so they are 
offering the City a discounted price so that they may develop a premier marketing 
piece. Mr. Wendling stated that he would present the proposal to Council for 
approval at its next business meeting.  
 

4. Urban Forestry (Tree City USA) Program 
Mr. Wendling reported that the potential Tree Board met to discuss the ordinance 
that will officially create the board. The attendees decided on establishing the 
“Urban Forestry Board”, which will consist of 5 members, including one council 
member and the City Manager who will serve as ex-officio. Mr. Wendling asked 
Council to review the proposed ordinance, as he will ask them to vote on it at the 
November Business Meeting. Mrs. Hackett added she is excited to get the 
program started and noted that on November 21 the board will be walking the 
City to conduct a tree inventory. Mr. Wendling also noted that the City will be 
identifying all the ash trees in the City and may consider removing them because 
of the emerald ash borer infestation that is affecting the area.  

 
5. Board/Commission Appointments 

Mr. Wendling reported that there are some terms that will be expiring at the end 
of the year and it is time to consider replacements. Mrs. George stated she will 
send a letter to all whose terms are expiring to see if they are interested in 
fulfilling another term.  
 

6. Proposed Zoning Code Text Amendments 
Mr. Wendling reported that the Planning Commission is recommending text 
amendments, which will establish guidelines for the Design Review Board and 
revise Business C so that it may function more efficiently. Additionally, Mr. 
Wendling that he is working on the Building Department issues and may have a 
possible solution, which he will present to Council in the near future.  
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Mayor Smith arrived at the meeting.  
 
7. City Logo 

Mr. Wendling reported that he is still considering the new logo and would like to 
come up with some more ideas before making a decision.  

 
8. Miscellaneous 

Mr. Sylvester noted that there are a lot of cars parking on Stoll and the street is 
hard to navigate. Mr. Wendling stated Council could consider limiting the parking 
to one side of the street.   

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mrs. Thompson made a motion for adjournment, which was seconded by Mrs. Glover. 
All voted aye. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
___________________         ____________________     __________________ 
John A. Smith       Mark T. Wendling                 Meredith L. George 
Mayor                                     City Manager                        Clerk of Council 


