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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
Minutes of the Silverton City Council Workshop 

Held Thursday, July 6, 2006 
 
The Council of the City of Silverton met for a workshop in Council Chambers at 6860 
Plainfield Road at 7:00 pm on Thursday, July 6, 2006. Mayor John Smith called the 
meeting to order. 
 
OPENING REMARKS: 
Councilman Sylvester led the prayer and Mayor Smith led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
ELECTED OFFICIALS:                                            ALSO PRESENT: 
John Smith Mayor Present Mark Wendling City Manager 
Joyce Glover Council Present Meredith George Clerk of Council
Shirley Hackett Council Present   
Mike Morthorst Council Present   
Mark Quarry Council Present   
Frank Sylvester Council Present   
Idella Thompson Council Present   
 
CITY MANAGER’S WORKSHOP DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 

1. Pat Stern – ICRC  
Pat Stern from ICRC was present to address council to explain the Cincinnati 
Bell franchise issue. Ms. Stern explained that Bill Number 5252, The 
Communications Opportunity, Promotion and Enhancement Act of 2006 is a 
national franchise bill that has been passed by the House of Representatives and 
referred to Senate Committee. The Bill, as originally written, would take away the 
ability for communities to govern right-of-ways. ICRC has successfully lobbied to 
get an amendment to the bill to protect all communities and enable the 
communities to get an additional 1% added to the franchise fee. Ms. Stern says 
she expects the Bill to hit the President’s desk in the fall.  
 
Ms. Stern went on to explain that Cincinnati Bell wants to get into the Cable TV 
market and “cherry pick” its customers. Ms. Stern has drafted a sample letter that 
she is asking the City of Silverton to send to Mr. John Cassidy, President and 
CEO of Cincinnati Bell. The letter welcomes the competition to Silverton and 
refers Cincinnati Bell to ICRC for franchise negotiations. The letter also informs 
Cincinnati Bell that they will need a contract to install video services in Silverton, 
and the contract will require Cincinnati Bell to do business with all communities. 
Mr. Wendling asked if Cincinnati Bell will be required to fix our streets if the 
contractors tear them up installing the necessary equipment and wiring. Ms. 
Stern said they will be responsible for the repairs.  
 
Council thanked Ms. Stern for explaining the issue to Council. Ms. Stern thanked 
Council for allowing her to make a presentation and offered her help in the future 
to navigate the franchise process. 

 
2. Plainfield Road Bids 
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Mr. Wendling reported that the bid opening for the Plainfield Road Improvement 
project took place today at 4:00 p.m. The low bidder was Trend Construction at 
$786,000.00. This bid is $36,000 over the estimate from CDS. Mr. Wendling said 
he will sit down with Dave Emerick and Trend Construction and look over things 
that can be cut from the project. Mr. Wendling believes we can get below the 
$750,000. Mr. Wendling recommended that Alternate #1 for the reconstruction of 
Diehl Avenue from the Plainfield Road project to Elwynne be rejected due to lack 
of funding.   
 
Councilwoman Glover asked about the issue on Sampson that is created every 
time it rains. Mr. Wendling stated that he has talked to Adleta Construction and 
they claim that they built the street according to bid document specifications.  
The City is aware of the problem and is working on the best way to solve it. Mr. 
Wendling has asked Rick Lehmkuhl to keep track of what it is costing the City to 
clean up the mess each time it rains so that we may ask for re-imbursement from 
the responsible party.  
 

3. Health District Contract  
Mr. Wendling reported that the Health District Contract will need to approved at 
the next business meeting on July 20, 2006.  

 
4. 6949 Silverton Avenue 

Mr. Wendling informed Council that it is time to make a decision on the house 
and community garden located at 6949 Silverton Avenue. Mr. Wendling reported 
that the Civic Garden Association contacted him and there is someone who 
would like to work on the garden. However, if the garden is eliminated, the Civic 
Garden Association requested to take some of the plants and landscape timbers. 
Council was in agreement that they could have what they wanted. Mr. Wendling 
told Council that they need to consider whether they want to sell the properties 
together or separately. Mr. Wendling added that our insurance on the house will 
be dropped soon if the property continues to sit vacant. Mr. Wendling reported 
that several parties are interested in the property(s). Mr. Morthorst added that no 
one is working on or utilizing the community garden. Council was in agreement to 
put the properties up for bid. Mr. Wendling stated he will prepare legislation to 
authorize sale of the properties.  

 
5. Beautification Commission 

Mr. Wendling asked Councilwoman Hackett to report on the progress of the 
Beautification Commission. Councilwoman Hackett reported that she met with 
Ms. Wendi Van Buren, an urban forester, on June 29th. Ms. Van Buren is very 
willing to help establish the Tree City USA program and will help every step of 
the way. Councilwoman Hackett said the first step of the process is to form the 
commission. Councilwoman Hackett also added that Ms. Van Buren is willing to 
make a presentation about the program to Council. Councilwoman Hackett 
stated she would invite Ms. Van Buren to the July 20th Business Meeting. Mayor 
Smith noted that Amberley Village and the City of Montgomery, two of our 
neighboring communities, are designated as “Tree City USA” cities. 
Councilwoman Hackett added that once the application has been made the Arbor 
Day Foundation determines who get accepted and every city that Ms. Van Buren 
has helped has been accepted.  
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6. Silverton Community Investment Award 
Mr. Wendling asked Councilman Quarry to bring Council up to speed regarding 
the Silverton Community Investment Award. Councilman Quarry reported that a 
few years ago Council created the award to present to businesses in Silverton. 
Councilwoman Glover asked about the process of selecting a winner and who 
has previously been selected. Councilman Quarry stated that the winner is 
selected for a variety of reasons, from aesthetics to community involvement and 
the Council, as a group, selects the recognized business. After a brief discussion, 
Council selected the Osterwisch Company to receive the award in August and 
decided the award would be given quarterly. Councilman Quarry said he would 
take care of ordering the plaque and inviting Jim Osterwisch to the August 
business meeting.  

 
7. Joint Venture CPS 

Mayor Smith reported that Council was under the impression that there was a 
CPS Board of Education on 7/5/06 at 7:00 p.m. Council and various members of 
the community attempted to attend the meeting, only to find out that the meeting 
was held at 11:00 a.m. The meeting date was advertised without a time 
designation, and the assumption was made that it would be held at 7:00 p.m., as 
usual. Mr. Wendling stated he would talk with Mr. Pacheco about the legality of 
advertising a public meeting without a time designation. Mr. Wendling stated that 
Silverton Elementary is still on, despite the politics with the School Board. 
However, the location of the school (park    -vs. - existing site) is still up in the air. 
Mr. Wendling received a proposal back for the market study and the cost is 
$20,000 - $25,000, which is less than anticipated. Mr. Wendling stated we may 
have the option of selecting various phases of the proposed study.  He believes it 
will provide the City with a realistic expectation of the property value in an open 
market. Mr. Wendling added that the company will build on SDI’s Montgomery 
Plainfield Phase I Corridor study.  The market study will also server as a strategic 
plan for the City.  
 
Councilwoman Glover asked about the school surveys and how they will be 
distributed. Mr. Wendling noted that the surveys are on the City’s website and 
available in the lobby of the Municipal building. Mr. Wendling added that 
ultimately the responsibility of marketing the new school lies with CPS, however 
we could possibly partner with them when we do our next newsletter.  

 
8. Waste Disposal Issues 

Mr. Wendling stated that there have been some issues with residents putting 
their waste out too early and not in the proper containers. As a result, Mr. 
Wendling will be drafting an ordinance that will be presented in July or August 
establishing guidelines for waste disposal. The ordinance will allow for easier 
enforcement. Councilman Sylvester added that some residents are placing their 
garbage on the sidewalks and pedestrians have to walk in the street to get 
around the waste. Mr. Wendling stated he will add controlling language to the 
ordinance.  

 
9. Miscellaneous 

Councilwoman Hackett noted the problems with the gas main replacement 
project and the contractors who leave large openings in the right of way 
uncovered. Mr. Wendling stated he called Dan Shuler of Duke Energy to inform 
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him of the problem. Mr. Wendling has not received a call back from him, which 
leads him to believe he may be on vacation, as he has always been prompt in 
returning phone calls in the past. Mr. Wendling is aware of the dangers and will 
follow up with Mr. Schuler.  
 
Councilman Quarry noted the property located at 3943 S. Fordham is vacant and 
in poor shape. Mr. Wendling stated that the property was sold about a year ago 
and the buyer had been slowly rehabbing the house. Councilman Quarry also 
noted that there is a lot on S. Fordham, near Plainfield, that has high weeds. Mr. 
Wendling asked Ms. George to inform the service department of the issue.  
 
Councilwoman Glover asked about the status of the Farmer’s Market. Mr. 
Wendling stated we only had one farmer committed to the market so the idea is 
presently on hold.  
 
Mayor Smith reminded everyone of the next Summer Concert – Ricky Nye and 
the Swingin’ Mudbugs, which will take place at Ficke (Silverton) Park on Friday, 
July 14, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.  

 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:
Councilman Quarry made a motion for adjournment, which was seconded by 
Councilwoman Thompson. All voted aye. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
___________________         ____________________     __________________ 
John A. Smith       Mark T. Wendling                 Meredith L. George 
Mayor                                     City Manager                        Clerk of Council 


