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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
Minutes of the Silverton City Council Workshop 

Held Thursday, June 1, 2006 
 
The Council of the City of Silverton met for a workshop in Council Chambers at 
6860 Plainfield Road at 7:15 pm on Thursday, June 1, 2006. Mayor John Smith 
called the meeting to order. 
 
OPENING REMARKS: 
Councilman Sylvester led the prayer and Mayor Smith led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
ELECTED OFFICIALS:                                            ALSO PRESENT: 
John Smith Mayor Present Mark Wendling City Manager 
Joyce Glover Council Present Leighanne Davis Tax Clerk  
Shirley Hackett Council Absent   
Mike Morthorst Council Present   
Mark Quarry Council Absent   
Frank Sylvester Council Present   
Idella Thompson Council Present   
 
Councilwoman Thompson motioned to excuse Councilwoman Hackett and 
Councilman Quarry from the meeting and was seconded by Councilman 
Sylvester. All present voted aye. Motion carried. 
 
CITY MANAGER’S WORKSHOP DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 

1. Sampson Lane Project Status 
Mr. Wendling reported that the Sampson Lane Improvement Project is 
mostly complete. However, there are a few issues that need to be 
addressed. Mr. Wendling stated a resident had reported to him that there 
are some areas where “ponding” is occurring. Adleta Construction is 
aware of the problem and they will take care of it.  Mr. Wendling also 
reported that Adleta would be reviewing the Montgomery Road sectional 
repairs and making adjustments. 

 
2. Siebern Avenue ADA Issues 

Mr. Wendling reported that the City has received a request for installation 
of an audible crosswalk to serve blind residents of Siebern Avenue. The 
issue revolves around bus pick-up on Montgomery Road. Ms. Dede 
Ackerman of the Cincinnati Association for the Blind, has requested that a 
traffic signal be installed at the intersection of Siebern and Montgomery.  
Installation of a traffic signal at this location would not meet state traffic 
code.  Ms. Ackerman does not feel that the intersection of Highland and 
Montgomery is viable due to the train tracks. Mr. Wendling reported that 
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he believes we have an obligation to provide the service to the residents, 
but he will need to research it further to ensure that the audible cross walk 
will be in a safe location. Mr. Wendling also reported that there are also 
some sidewalk issues on Siebern Avenue.  Mr. Wendling informed Council 
that the respective property owners have been notified of the need for 
repairs.  The owners can repair the sidewalk on their own or they can 
allow the city to do it for them.  If the City makes the repairs the property 
owner will be assessed.  Council may receive phone calls regarding the 
necessary repairs.  
 

3. Street Parking on Holman Avenue  
Mr. Wendling reported that Service Foreman Rick Lehmkuhl measured 
Holman Avenue and it did not meet the definition of a “narrow street”. Mr. 
Wendling stated the City needs to think the problem through, as it will 
affect the entire City. Mr. Wendling stated one option would be to eliminate 
parking on both sides of the street throughout the City, but that would 
upset a large number of residents with multiple vehicles and limited off 
street parking. Mr. Wendling added that the definition of a “narrow street” 
could be redefined.  Councilwoman Glover asked where the definition of 
“narrow street” originated. Mr. Wendling stated he was unsure and would 
investigate the issue further.  

 
4. Joint Venture With CPS 

Mr. Wendling reported that the talks with CPS about the school project are 
ongoing. Tours of two newly built CPS schools are scheduled for Friday, 
June 9th at 10:00 a.m. Mr. Wendling reported that he discussed the project 
with Rick Tripp, the architect who performed our feasibility study. Mr. 
Wendling told Council that the City needs to know what it wants if it enters 
into a contract with the school district. Councilwoman Glover asked if a 
new municipal building would be part of the school project. Mr. Wendling 
stated he had concerns about combining the two facilities under one roof, 
but that a campus style development might be feasible. Councilwoman 
Glover agreed that the City needs to be well prepared as the project 
progresses. Councilman Morthorst voiced concerns over what will happen 
to the park. Councilwoman Glover added that some residents feel the City 
is giving away the green space. Mr. Wendling and Councilwoman 
Thompson both added that the property can only be used for recreational 
and educational purposes. Mr. Wendling added that the Municipal Building 
project can be bonded out over a 25 to 30 year period.  

 
5. Waste Disposal Issues 

Mr. Wendling reported that we have had some issues regarding waste 
disposal. Mr. Wendling stated that some downtown businesses place 
garbage out all week and it ends up blowing all over the pavement. Mr. 
Wendling stated that the ordinance that was passed in 1967 enables the 
City to set guidelines for garbage set out. Mr. Wendling is recommending 
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that the City define the guidelines by ordinance, so that the City has an 
avenue of enforcement if it becomes an issue. Mr. Wendling stated we 
could put the guidelines on the web, in the papers and in the newsletter in 
order to notify the residents. 
 

6. Marijuana Law 
Mr. Wendling reported that the recent change in the penalty for 
possession of marijuana should be revisited. Officer Hickey has submitted 
a recommendation to revise the ordinance. Officer Hickey feels that the 
original penalty was too lenient, while the current penalty is too harsh. 
Officer Hickey is proposing the penalties be tiered; depending on how 
much marijuana the person has in possession. Mr. Wendling stated he will 
discuss the proposal with Mr. Pacheco and will inform Council of any 
recommended changes. 

 
7. Planning Commission 

Mr. Wendling stated that the Planning Commission met recently and is 
recommending a few text amendments. The first text amendment would 
be to allow residential use as a conditional use in the Business B district. 
Any conditional use would have to be approved by the Board of Zoning 
Appeals. The other text amendment would add language to the permitted 
uses in Business A and Business B that would require financial institutions 
to accept deposits, thereby eliminating any more check cashing 
businesses from moving in to Silverton. Additionally, the Planning 
Commission would like to eliminate storage units from the Business A 
district. Mr. Wendling is recommending adopting the changes at the next 
business meeting.  

 
ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Councilwoman Thompson motioned to adjourn to executive session to discuss 
personnel matters. Councilman Morthorst seconded the motion. All present were 
in favor. Motion carried. 
 
RECONVENE THE REGULAR MEETING: 
Councilwoman Glover motioned to reconvene the regular meeting and was 
seconded by Councilwoman Thompson. All present were in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Block Watch Cash Management: 
 
Councilwoman Glover mentioned that the Silverton Block Watch Association 
recently received a gift of $10,000 from Carl Lindner.  Mr. Wendling stated that 
the gift was greatly appreciated.  He also stated that Finance Director Peterson 
has some concerns over how the money will be accounted for.  Mr. Lindner 
asked the Association for its tax identification number so that he can take a tax 
write off for the donation.  The Association does not have a tax ID #, so Mr. 
Lindner was provided with the City’s.  Mr. Peterson is concerned that there is no 
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chain of custody in the Association’s finances.  Since the City provides the 
employee to oversee Association activities and the tax ID # for donations, the two 
organization’s cannot be separated.  He suggested two options:  1. The 
Association incorporates as a 501 (C) 3 organization, obtains its own tax ID #, 
and hires an auditor to review its books, or 2. The Association is added to the 
City’s books as an “agency” account with all revenues and expenditures filtering 
through the City’s processes.  This will enable the Association to be audited 
along with the City.  Mr. Peterson stated that while he does not want to create 
additional bureaucracy, he feels that this is the best option.  The Association is 
not currently in legal compliance.  It bears noting that no one is, in any way, 
making any allegations of improper activities.  Rather, the Association, if it is to 
take in donations, should be exercising one of the two options.  By adopting one 
of the options protection is provided to City and, the Association, and Officer 
Replogle, the city employee assigned to Block Watch. 
 
Council agreed that the issue should be addressed, but stated that some might 
misunderstand the intent.  Mr. Wendling stated that it just comes down to sound 
financial management.  Mr. Wendling stated that he cannot allow the Association 
to continue to use the City’s tax ID # without it being listed as an agency fund. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Councilwoman Thompson made a motion for adjournment, which was seconded 
by Councilman Sylvester. All present voted aye. Motion carried. The meeting was 
adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
___________________         ____________________     __________________ 
John A. Smith      Mark T. Wendling                 Meredith L. George 
Mayor                                     City Manager                        Clerk of Council 


